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that all the works of the historian of Tours (published in Migne P. L. ixxi.) have been largely drawn upon by me, to illustrate the life and manners of the period.
(3)  The  third  authority  is  the  author of the   notice  on Gregory in the Liber Pontificalis.    This short account, though telling us little, is valuable as being the production of at least a    quasi-contemporary   (L.  Duchesne   Le   Liber  Pontifical-is: Textc, Introduction et Commentaire).    It was used by the subsequent biographers.
(4)  Next, we have two scanty notices by Isidore of Seville (Dc   Vir.  Illustr.   40)   and   Ildefonsus   of   Toledo   (De    Vir. Illustr. 1), belonging respectively to the first and the second half of  the seventh century, and  both  dealing  mainly with Gregory's writings.
(5)  Our fifth authority is a Life of Gregory, written by an anonymous monk of Wliitby, probably about the year 713, and discovered by Ewald in an ancient MS. collection of saints' lives belonging to the Monastery of St. Gall (see his article, Die dlteste Biographic Gregors I,  in Historisckc Au/sdhe dent, AndenJccn an G.   Waitz gewidmct,   Hannover:    Hahn,   188G). This document has since been published in full by Dr. 1<\ A. Gasquet (A Life of Pope St.   Gregory  the  Great, 1904), who gives an interesting account of it in his introduction.    As an historical work, the value of the biography is not very great. " Of the  saint's  life,  beyond  the  barest  outline, the writer knows nothing; he expressly complains of the  scantiness of his materials, and of their unauthentic character; for the most part he can rely only on oral tradition, and that of persons not informed at first hand/'    Nevertheless, the treatise has a real importance, " as being a record of essentially English tradition in  regard to the saint," and  as being  "the source and first authority for the most notable miraculous occurrences reported of St.   Gregory"  (Gasquet A   Life of Pope  St. Gregonj ike Great, Introd.).
(6) Not many years after the completion of the Wliitby